


RÉSONANCES BORÉALES 
THE PROJECT

 With an upright piano anchored to the rock of the Canadian Shield, at the 
edge of the taiga, Roman Zavada created in September 2013 new piano 
compositions inspired by one of the most spectacular and majestic phenomena on 
Earth. Under the aurora borealis of the Northwest Territories, he translated in music 
the feeling of Northern spirit he had experienced for over two weeks. Exactly two 
years later, Zavada then returned to the scene of his creation, but this time, to capture 
with his video team the Northern lights in 360 degrees and in real time, never 
achieved before. Acclaimed by the critics and the public for its beauty and originality, 
the outstanding album and 360 degree concert were both released in Montréal in 
2016. 



Nominated at ADISQ 2016 - Instrumental album

Artistic direction : Roman Zavada 
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 Inspired by the Northern vibes and the splendour of 
the aurora borealis, Roman Zavada continued the 
composition of nine evocative titles over two years. Based on 
twenty hours of improvisation in the middle of Prelude Lake’s 
boreal forest in the Northwest Territories, each piece reflects 
deeply the sensibility felt beyond the 60th parallel. 
Résonances boréales is an album rich in emotion with a 
strong pianistic and artistic personality. 

 Roman Zavada co-produced the album with his brother 
Ivan Zavada and Carl Talbot, a renowned sound engineer, in 
the prestigious Studio 12 of Radio-Canada in Montréal. With 
two grand pianos and 26 microphones, the album was 
recorded in several layers to juxtapose different melodic 
lines and sound textures.

RÉSONANCES BORÉALES 
THE ALBUM



RÉSONANCES BORÉALES 
THE SHOW

 After creating the immersive show in 360 degrees, Roman Zavada adapted the moving 
images for conventional venues. Equipped with three giant screens and three projectors, he 
managed to reproduce on stage an impressive visual installation surrounding the piano. From 
the macrophotography of the Northern textures to the immensity of the starry sky, Roman 
Zavada guides the audience through his compositions towards his ultimate source of 
inspiration: the aurora borealis.  
 The breathtaking panoramic films bring the public deep into the heart of the taiga 
without taking over Zavada’s piano performance, which by itself captivates the imagination. 

setup : 3 hours 
Concert length : 90 minutes with intermission



Aurora borealis filmed 
    in real time and 360 degrees 

Co-produced with Figure  55 and in collaboration with The Society of Arts and 
Technologies, Roman Zavada returned in the Northwest Territories to film in 

360 degrees the aurora borealis of the entire sky at 30 images per second 
and in real time. Equipped with five cameras, Dominic St-Amant and 

Bruno Colpron succeeded the challenge by bringing back over 400 
minutes of footage. With a final resolution of 6k, it was the first time in 
the world that the Northern lights were filmed in such a way. Some 
images were also used in the immersive film Aurorae presented at the 
Montréal Planetarium. 

The acclaimed immersive show Résonances boréales was highlighted 
during the winter festival Montréal en lumières  2016. In the heart of 

Montréal’s downtown, the audience was invited to experience an 
outstanding piano performance inside the Satosphere (SAT) while 

admiring the beauty of the aurora borealis in full symbiosis with Zavada’s 
compositions. After more than 25 sold-out performances, the 360-degree show 

is making its way internationally. 

Award winner for “Best Soundtrack” 
Fiske Fulldome Film Festival, Boulder, Colorado 

360



Showcase at RIDEAU (Performing arts fair in QuebecCity) | Février 2016 

Festival Montréal en Lumière | Résonances boréales 360 
Society of Arts and Technologies (SAT) 
25 sold out shows 

Invitation at Imersa Summit 
Denver, Colorado, É.-U. 

Invitation at Jena Fulldome Festival 
Jena, Germany 

Montreal’s International Jazz Festival 
Solo piano concert 

International Balloon Festival | Résonances boréales 360 
Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu, QC 

Award winner for “Best Soundtrack” 
Fiske Fulldome Festival | Boulder, Colorado, É.-U. 

Eastern Quebec tour (ROSEQ)  
Îles-de-la-Madeleine | Havre-Saint-Pierre | Sept-Îles | Port-Cartier 
Rimouski | Carleton-sur-Mer | Sainte-Anne-des-Monts | Chandler 

Nominated at the ADISQ (Quebec’s musical industry award) 
Category : instrumental album

IMPORTANT EVENTS - 2016 



 Roman Zavada is a self-taught Ukrainian and Québécois-
born pianist whose creative direction is based on instinct, 
spontaneity, and improvisation. 

 His first experiences with the piano go back to early childhood. He was 
born to the instrument, which quickly became his favoured means of 
expression. Raised on the piano playing of his mother, who taught the 
instrument at home and in university, he penned his first piano composition 
at the tender age of four. He then undertook conservatory studies but quickly 
realized that this approach to learning was not suited to him. He much 
preferred reinventing the pieces he was being forced to play. It was a sign of 
the kind of path Zavada was about to embark on: atypical, self-taught, and 
dedicated to experimentation. 

 Towards the end of his teenage years, on the cusp of adulthood, he 
was getting to know his way around a stage, developing a real passion for 
showmanship and improvisation. Following the release of Terre de feu and 
Nuit des temps, two more traditional self-produced albums, he took on an 
exciting and unusual responsibility: replacing Gabriel Thibodeau, the 
Cinémathèque québécoise silent film accompanist. 

 This was a real turning point in his career, pointing the way towards his 
future: to improvise musical narration in real time in such a way that the 
musical notes of the soundtrack seem part and parcel to the film. Repeating 
the experience in venues across the entire province of Quebec, he quickly 
garnered a public and critical reputation as a silent film accompanist. 
The pianist’s Du cinéma muet au piano parlant show was devoted to 
breathing new life into the silver screen classics of the past. 

 He then returns to his personal compositions with an all-new large-
scale project: Résonances boréales. His goal? To continue exploring the 
dialog between piano and images, this time substituting silent films with 
aurora borealis in motion in the night sky. And especially, to put his creativity 
to the test in an environment that is anything but mundane: the Northwest 
Territories’s boreal forest. This very particular initiative – with no equivalent in 
the entire world – led to a new album and immersive 360 degree 
performance experience in February 2016. Through these two daring, 
authentic productions, Zavada continues like no other to push the limits of 
the piano, his only true mother tongue.

BIOGRAPHY



CONTACT 

Roman Zavada 

+1.514.573.8070

roman.zavada@gmail.com


www.rz.mu

www.facebook.com/resonancesboreales
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